12                     MISSIONS &EFORE  THE REFORMATION

PART I,      Goths and Vandals, Huns and Franks, Celts and Saxons and

Chap. 2. Norsemen had now been brought within the pale of Christendom.

30-lo34.  jn jjm,0pe there still remained the Slavs.    Cyril and Methodius,

Cyril and   Greeks of Thessalonica, did a noble work in the ninth century by

Methodius, translating portions of Scripture into the old Sclavonic tongue;

Adalbert of Prague preached the Gospel in Bohemia and Eastern

Prussia; and the baptism of "Vladimir established Christianity in

Eussia, as that of Clovis had established it in France.

The Dark* One thousand years of the Christian era had now run their
Ages* course, and Christendom, in respect of spiritual tone and practical
morality, was at the lowest point it has ever touched. Ignorance
and superstition everywhere prevailed, and it might be said of
Christian Europe what has often been said of Heathen Asia and
Africa, that " the dark places of the earth were full of the habita-
tions of cruelty." Eeliance on the virtue of supposed relics of
saints had practically superseded the believer's humble access to
the Father through the Son. The clergy, debased as a body
as they have never been before or since, traded upon, all kinds
of imposture, and descended to "unspeakable abominations."*
Rome was governed by abandoned women, who put their lovers in
the papal, chair; and the principal dignitaries of the Church,
being " past feeling," had " given themselves over unto lascivious-
ness, to work all uncleanness with greediness." Suddenly, in the
year 1000 A.D., a cry arose that the end of the world was at hand, the
" thousand years " of Revelation being completed ; and an extra-
ordinary account of the panic that ensued is given by Mosheim,
the ecclesiastical historian. But, like other panics, it soon sub-
sided, and Christian Europe went upon its wicked way.

No wonder that the Lord's great Command was forgotten, and
that even when Missions were carried on, they bore little re-
semblance indeed to the Acts of the Apostles; Meanwhile, the
Mohammedan power had for four centuries wrought havoc in the
lands of the Bible and of the Early Church. It had robbed the
Eastern Empire and Church of some of its fairest domains; it
had overrun a great part of Western Asia ; it had totally destroyed
the North African ChurcH; it reigned supreme in Spain. Chris-
tendom, in its decadence stood face to face with the Saracen and
The          the Moor in the fulness of their vigour. Then arose Peter the

rusa es. jjermyj. an^ the cry " Dieu le veut," rang through Europe,
summoning Christians to a holy war. But the weapons of this
warfare were carnal, and the purpose of the Crusades was not the
evangelization of the Mohammedans, but their expulsion from the
Holy Land. The purpose was not fulfilled; the Holy Sepulchre,
rescued for a time, once more fell into" the hands of the Saracens;
and in Moslem hands it has remained ever since. But just as
the Crusades were coming to a disastrous close, there was born in
the island of Majorca, in 1236, the man who was to" proclaim a

* Canon George Trevor's Rome, (1868), p. 159.    Canon Trevor was in his
day a prominent High Churchman.